PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT
ZONING APPLICATION FOR THE CITY OF OXFORD

Note: The applicant must complete this and all attached forms. Failure to complete them will
result in the refusal of the application. The Planning Department has up to five (5) working days to
review all applications submitted for sufficiency. If the application is found insufficient, an agenda
date will not be set until the required information is submitted.

Applicant Property Owner
James Johnson Emory University
301 FM Drive 1599 Clifton Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30322 Atlanta, Georgia 30322
Phone: 404-210-6636 Phone:
E-Malil: ijames.johnson@emory.edu E-Mail:

Existing Zoning District: Single Family R-30

Proposed Zoning District: Institutional Campus

Existing Use of Property: Vacant residential rental

Proposed Use: Office

Tax Map/Parcel Number X01000000001800 Acreage: 0.22acres

Location of Property (fOI‘ ]egal ad); House is located at 808 Wesley Street adjacent to the rear of the Oxford Dining Hall and across

Wesley Street from the driveway to Haygood Hall.

I hereby certify that the above information and all attached information are true and correct.

Signature: Date:

Application Withdraw:
I hereby withdraw the application. Signature: Date:

Staff Use Only
Application Date: May 20, 2026

Tentative City Council Date:

Received by: Bill Andrew
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ZONING DECISION CRITERIA

Planning and Zoning specifies that the following criteria may be applicable to the decision to approve
or deny an application for conditional use. Please complete information on this page or within the
letter of intent as to which of these criteria you believe apply to your case, and provide information
and facts that you believe are relevant and support your case:

REZONING DECISION CRITERIA

APPLICANT’S RESPONSE

1. Whether the proposal will permit a use that is
suitable in view of the use and development of
adjacent and nearby property (existing land use)

The proposed zoning will allow for use of the property as college offices
that will not adversely affect the adjacent properties. Existing uses on
adjacent properties include the Oxford walking path and the Oxford
College Dining Hall.

2. Whether the proposal will adversely affect the
existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby
property

The proposed zoning will not have a negative impact on adjacent
properties which currently either are college related, recreational or
vacant residential land.

3. Whether the property to be affected by the
proposal has a reasonable economic use as
currently zoned

The property has limited economic use in the current zoning due
to size and age of structure and proximity to commercial uses.

4. Whether the proposal will result in a use which
will or could cause an excessive or burdensome use
of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities,
or schools

The proposed use will not increase the the use of existing street,
transportation facilities, or schools and the impact on utilities as
an office will not be greater than its use as a residential property.

5. Whether the proposal is in conformity with the
policy and intent of the comprehensive plan
including land use element

The proposed rezoning is consistent with the Land Use Chapter from
the Oxford Comprehensive Plan. The proposed IC zoning is listed as a
compatible zoning category. The proposed use of the house for offices
will not affect negatively the adjacent properties and will continue to
appear as a single family residence.

6. Whether there are other existing or changing
conditions affecting the use and development of the
property which give supporting grounds for either
approval or disapproval of the proposal

7. Existing use(s) and zoning of subject property

Property is currently unoccupied however it was previously used
as an office and as quarantine housing during covid.

8. Existing zoning of nearby property

Property to the north is not zoned it is undeveloped city right of
way, property to the east is an undeveloped property zoned
Single Family Residential R-30, and the property to the south
is the Oxford College Dining Hall zoned Institutional Campus.

9. Existing value of the property under the existing
zoning and/or overlay district classification

Current value according to the Newton County Tax Assessor is
$183,500.




Rezoning Application #

10. Whether the property can be used in accordance
with the existing regulations

11. Value of the property under the proposed
zoning district and/or overlay district classification

12. Extent to which the property value of the
subject property is diminished by the existing
zoning district and/or overlay district classification

13. Suitability of the subject property under the
existing zoning district and/or overlay district
classification for the proposed use

14. Suitability of the subject property under the
proposed zoning district and/or overlay district
classification

15. Length of time the property has been vacant or
unused as currently zoned

2 years.
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REZONING DECISION CRITERIA

APPLICANT’S RESPONSE

16. Description of all efforts taken by the property
owner(s) to use the property or sell the property
under the existing zoning district and/or overlay
district classification

The property was most recently used as student quarantine housing
during covid.

17. The possible creation of an isolated zoning
district unrelated to adjacent and nearby districts

Rezoning to Institutional Campus would not create an isolated
zoning district due to the adjacency of the existing IC zoning to
the south at the Dining Hall parcel.

18. Possible effects of the change in zoning or
overlay district map, or change in use, on the
character of a zoning district or overlay district

Rezoning the property to Institutional Campus will not result in
a change to the character of the subject or adjacent properties.
The property will continue to appear as a residential structure.

19. Whether a proposed zoning map amendment or
conditional use approval will be a deterrent to the
value or improvement of development of adjacent
property in accordance with existing regulations

The proposed rezoning will not be a deterrent to the improvement of adjacent
properties. Of the adjacent properties only one is vacant/undeveloped. This

property is located to the east and could still be developed as a single family

residence. The Dining Hall to the south and the City R.O.W. to the north will

likely not see any redevelopment in the future.

20. The possible impact on the environment,
including but not limited to, drainage, soil erosion
and sedimentation, flooding, air quality and water

quality

The rezoning and proposed use will not alter the existing environmental
conditions significantly. Proposed use may require a slight increase in
the quantity of hardscape but increased runoff will be addressed onsite.

21. The relation that the proposed map amendment
or conditional use bears to the purpose of the overall
zoning scheme, with due consideration given to
whether or not the proposed change will help carry
out the purposes of these zoning regulations

The rezoning is compatible with the existing zoning scheme,
Comprehensive Plan, and Character areas. The proposed change
will further the community vision of preserving and enhancing the
existing neighborhood fabric.

22, The consideration of the preservation of the
integrity of residential neighborhoods shall be
considered to carry great weight. In those
instances in which property fronts on a major
thoroughfare and also adjoins an established
residential neighborhood, the factor of preservation
of the residential area shall be considered to carry
great weight.

The existing structure is intended to be retained and therefore
will not adversely affect the residential or historic character of the
surrounding area.

23. The amount of undeveloped land in the general
area affected which has the same zoning or overlay
district classification as the map change requested

The adjacent Brown property on Asbury Street is 0.28 acres.

24. The extent to which the proposed rezoning or
conditional use will contribute to or detract from
the community with regard to greenspace,
architectural design, and landscaping.

After rezoning the property will remain relatively the same
and not detract from the existing character of the
surrounding area.
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CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS DISCLOSURE FORM
REQUIRED FOR ALL ZONING ACTIONS

Applicant, or person representing property owner

OCGA § 36-67A-3[c] Disclosure of campaign contributions:

(@)  When any applicant for zoning action has made, within two years immediately
preceding the filing of the applicant’s application for the zoning action, campaign
contributions aggregating $250.00 or more to a local government official who will
consider the application, it shall be the duty of the applicant to file a disclosure report
with the governing authority of the respective local government showing;:

(1)  The name and official position of the local government official to whom the
campaign contribution was made; and

(2)  The dollar amount and description of each campaign contribution made by the
applicant to the local government official during the two years immediately
preceding the filing of the application for the rezoning action and the date of each
such contribution.

(b)  The disclosures required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be filed within ten
(10) days after the application for the zoning action is first filed. (Code 1981, Section
OCGA § 36-67A-3[C], enacted by GA L. 1986, page 1269, Section 1, GA L. 1991, page
1365, Section 1).

I hereby certify that I have read the above and that:

X

I have** I have not

Within the two years immediately preceding this date, made any contribution(s) aggregating $250.00
or more to any local government official involved in the review or consideration of this application.

Applicant’s Signature Date

**If you have made such contributions, you must provide the data required in
subsection (a) above within ten (10) days of filing this application.
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AUTHORIZATION OF PROPERTY OWNER

I swear that I am the owner of the property which is the subject matter of the attached application, as
shown in the records of Newton County, Georgia.

Name of Owner(s) Emory University
Address 1599 Clifton Road

Atlanta, Georgia 30322
Telephone Number 404-210-6636

Signature of Owner(s)

I authorize the person named below to act as applicant in the pursuit of a rezoning, conditional use, or
variance of this property.

Name of Applicant(s)
Address

Telephone Number

Personally appeared before me

who swears that the information contained
in this authorization is true and correct to
the best of his or her knowledge and belief.

Notary Public

Date
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PLANNING & ZONING
CITY OF OXFORD
110 W. Clark Street
Oxford, GA 30054

770-786-7004

PUBLIC NOTICE REQUIREMENTS

The zoning regulations require that public notice must be given prior to all zoning hearings as follows:

1) A legal advertisement shall be published not less than 15 days and not more than 45 days prior to the
public hearing.
2) A public notice sign shall be placed in a conspicuous location on the property not less than 15 days and not

more than 45 days prior to the public hearing.

The City is required to post the sign and ensure that it remains in place during the entire zoning proceeding. The sign
must be placed on the property within the specified time and in a conspicuous location.

The purpose of the sign is to inform the public that an application has been filed. Legally, the Council cannot consider a
request until all public notice requirements have been met. If it is determined at any time during the zoning proceeding
that the sign has not been properly posted on the site, the Council must table or delay the request. Council members and
planning staff often visit the site and will look for the sign. Additionally, local citizens often report when a sign has not
been posted.

Multiple sign posting on a site may be required as determined by the City. The sign will be conspicuous and in a location
where it is clearly visible. The sign will not be obstructed in any manner, placed too far from the road, or placed in such
manner that would cause it to blend into the landscape.

The sign will remain posted during the entire proceeding. Should you find the sign missing or vandalized in any manner,
contact the city so the sign can be replaced. When the proceeding is complete and final Council action has occurred, the

sign will then be removed from the property by the City.

THIS SIGN WILL BE POSTED NO LATER THAN

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: [ ]1APPROVE [ ]1DENY

REASON:




UNIVERSITY Division of Campus Services

EMORY Planning, Design, and Construction

20 May 2026

Re: Letter of Intent — 808 Wesley Street Rezoning

Dear City of Oxford Officials,

This application seeks to rezone the 0.22 acre property located at 808 Wesley Street
from Single Family Residential R-30 to Institutional Campus (IC). The change in zoning
would allow for the use of the property for commercial use of offices for the college.

Site Background and Proposal

The Subject Property is located at 808 Wesley Street. The parcel is bordered by the
existing Oxford College Dining Hall (zoned IC), the undeveloped George Street Right of
Way (not zoned) owned by the City of Oxford and the undeveloped parcel on Asbury
Street owned by Pat Brown (zoned R-30). The parcel contains an approx. 1485 S.F.
house with a 200 S.F. porch, an approx. 260 S.F. barn, and approx. 1025 S. F. of concrete
and asphalt paving. The remaining 8,879 S.F. is open space. The asphalt and concrete
parking area are connected to Wesley Street via an asphalt drive through the City of
Oxford Right of Way.

Oxford College acquired the property in 2018 from Ronald W. Cobb and used the house
as quarantine housing during Covid and as offices starting in approx. 2022.

Oxford College proposes using the property as offices for administrative functions for
the college administration. Proposed work after potential rezoning includes updating
restrooms, doorways, entries, and parking area to bring them into compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991 (ADA). The current zoning hinders the ability to
fully utilize the property and rezoning and change of use will not adversely affect the
city or surrounding property owners.

Rationale for Request

The proposed rezoning could be in conformity with the policy and intent of the City of
Oxford Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2023. This subject property is included in the
Historic Oxford Character Area; the proposed zoning and use would be complying as the
house will remain relatively unchanged in appearance from its current state. The
adjacent properties are also within the Historic Character Area including the college
Dining Hall to the south of the parcel. The Compatibility Index included on page 44 of
the Comprehensive plan indicates that the proposed zoning and use are compatible for

the parcel.
Emory University Tel 404.727.7783
301 FM Drive Fax 404.727.2127

Atlanta, Georgia 30322
Page 10f 2




EMORY Planning, Design, and Construction
UNIVERSITY Division of Campus Services

Conclusion
Oxford College respectfully request that the Oxford City council, Planning Commission
and Planning Staff approve and support the college’s rezoning request to allow for the
rezoning of 808 Wesley Street from Single Family Residential R-30 to Institutional
Campus (IC). The college welcomes the opportunity to meet with all interested
parties and representatives.

Thapk you for your consideration,

Jaghes Johnson
Emory University
Planning Design and Construction

Emory University Tel 404.727.7783
301 FM Drive Fax 404.727.2127
Atlanta, Georgia 30322
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SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATION

This plat is a retracement of an existing parcel or parcels of land
and does not subdivide or create a new parcel or make any
changes to any real property boundaries. The recording
information of the documents, maps, plats, or other
instruments which created the parcel or parcels are stated
hereon. RECORDATION OF THIS PLAT DOES NOT IMPLY
APPROVAL OF ANY LOCAL JURISDICTION, AVAILABILITY OF
PERMITS, COMPLIANCE WITH LOCAL REGULATIONS OR
REQUIREMENTS, OR SUITABILITY FOR ANY USE OR PURPOSE OF
THE LAND. Furthermore, the undersigned land surveyor certifies
that this plat complies with the minimum technical standards for
property surveys in Georgia as set forth in the rules and
regulations of the Georgia Board of Registration for Professional
Engineers and Land Surveyors and as set forth in O.C.G.A.
Section 15-6-67.

e

Robert O. Jordan,"GA RLS 2902

*

SUBJECT PROPERTY INFORMATION:
CURRENT OWNER: RONALD W. COBB
DEED RECORD: D.B. 635, p. 221

TAX RECORD: PARCEL X010 018

Ak > Al

THIS PLAT CLOSURE ACCURACY IS 1 FOOT IN 73,576 FT. -®

FIELD DATA WAS COLLECTED USING A

AND A
DUAL-FREQUENCY RTK GLOBAL POSITIONING SYSTEM
RECEIVER REFERENCING THE eGPS STATEWIDE
NETWORK AND HAVING A RELATIVE POSITIONAL
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THE FIELD SURVEY WAS COMPLETED IN OCTOBER 2018.

THE PROPERTY SHOWN HEREON IS NOT LOCATED
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PANEL 1327C0126D FOR NEWTON COUNTY, GEORGIA &
DATED 03-14-2014.
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ZONE, NAD83(2011) IN US SURVEY FEET.
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Legal Description
808 Wesley Street

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Land Lot 288 of the 9th District, City of Oxford,
Newton County, Georgia, and being more particularly described as follows:

BEGINNING at a }4” rebar bent found at the intersection of the easterly right of way of Wesley
Street (165’ R/W) and the northerly right of way of Pierce Street (66’ R/W), THENCE departing
said northerly right of way of Pierce Street and proceeding along said easterly right of way of
said Wesley Street North 00 degrees 43 minutes 43 seconds East a distance of 270.84 feet to a
%" rebar with cap THENCE departing said right of way of Wesley Street North 88 degrees 12
minutes 6 seconds West a distance of 5.09 feet to a point said point being the TRUE POINT OF
BEGINNING;

THENCE North 88 degrees 12 minutes 16 seconds West a distance of 82.98 feet to a 5/8” rebar
found; THENCE South 12 degrees 29 minutes 43 seconds West a distance of 106.74 feet to a
5/8” rebar found; THENCE South 89 degrees 58 minutes 36 seconds East a distance of 106.08
feet to a /%" rebar with aluminum cap set; THENCE North 00 degrees 1 minute 39 seconds WEST
a distance of 101.65 feet to a point, said point being the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING.

Said tract contains 11,849.20 square feet or 0.22 acres.
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OXFORD PLANNING COMMISSION
Minutes June 9, 2026
Oxford City Hall — 110 W Clark Street, Oxford, GA 30054

MEMBERS: Jonathan Eady, Chair; Mary Glenn Landt, Vice-Chair; Juanita Carson, Secretary; Troy Willis,
and Jane Fadeley

STAFF: Bill Andrew, Zoning Administrator

GUESTS: Mr. James Johnson and Mr. Tulio Pineda represented the rezoning application on behalf of
Emory University for 808 Wesley Street.

OPENING: At 6:57 PM, Mr. Eady called the meeting to order.

Note: Due to Mr. Besaw being unable to attend the meeting, his Development Permit Application for a
pole barn at 1020 Emory Street was moved down the agenda so representatives of Emory University
were able to discuss their rezoning application for 808 Wesley Street in a timely manner.

Review and Consider for Approval, the Rezoning for 808 Wesley Street: Mr. James Johnson and Mr.
Tulio Pineda, as representatives for Oxford College of Emory University, are requesting a rezoning from
R-30 (Single-Family Residential) to IC (Institutional Campus) for .22 acres and a single-family house at
808 Wesley Street, parcel number X01000000001800.

808 Wesley Street Rezoning Analysis
Property context:

e Small blue-grey house behind college dining hall, purchased by college in 2018
e Currently zoned residential, bordered by institutional use (south) and residential on three sides
e Used for COVID quarantine housing, then proposed for offices without proper zoning, followed
by the need for a renovation after a small fire.
Proposed use:

e Office space for Events/Conferences team (2-3 employees)

e Minimal exterior changes, primarily ADA compliance modifications

e One accessible parking space required, minimal visitor traffic expected
Planning Commission concerns:

¢ Incremental institutional creep: Pattern of college acquiring residential properties along
Wesley and Emory Streets, converting to institutional use

e Housing stock loss: Removal of residential properties in a city with limited housing availability

e Tax base erosion: Newton County removes college-owned properties from tax rolls regardless
of use, contrary to state law requiring properties serve nonprofit mission

e Land use plan conflict: Comprehensive plan does not anticipate east side of Emory or Wesley
Street becoming non-residential

Page 10of 3
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Supporting factors:

e Property contiguous to existing institutional zoning (dining hall)

e Proposed use maintains residential appearance

e Minimal traffic/parking impact due to internal office function

e Topography and setback constraints limit future development potential even if rezoned
College property ownership pattern:

e College owns approximately 50% or more of two adjacent blocks on Wesley Street

e Most Emory Street west-side properties have already been rezoned institutional and operating
as offices

e Multiple Wesley Street properties owned but unoccupied, including corner properties at
Clark/Wesley and Soule/Wesley

After discussion of the factors regarding rezoning, there was a motion from Mr. Willis and a second
from Ms. Landt to approve the re-zoning of 808 Wesley Street from R-30 (Single-Family Residential) to
IC (Institutional Campus) with the conditions that the property must retain its residential character by
the structure appearing as a residential dwelling, the use would be limited to internal office functions
(not public-facing), and its future use would be restricted to institutional campus office use only. The
vote was 2 — yes, 2 — no, and 1 — abstention from Chairman Eady. This would be conveyed as a neutral
recommendation to the City Council.

Review and Consider for Approval A Development Permit Application for a Pole Barn at 1020 at 908
Emory Street: This item was tabled until the next meeting on July 14, 2026 at 7:00 PM. However, there
was some discussion of the application in anticipation of that meeting.

Fundamental problem: Property is an illegal lot that was created when the subdivided lot was
recorded incorrectly, lacking required frontage and legal access to Emory Street.

Permit violation: Proposed pole barn location is in the front yard (western portion facing Emory), but
accessory structures must be in rear or side yards per ordinance.

Lot configuration:

e House has Emory Street address, but access is with an informal driveway easement through
neighbor's property.

e |tis believed that no written or recorded easement exists and so the access relies on successive
owners' informal permission.

e Original approval was for flagpole lot with proper access inherent in the shape of the lot, but
deed recorded differently.

Resolution path: Applicant must relocate pole barn to compliant rear yard location (east of house) and
construct new concrete slab if desired.

Page 2 of 3
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Minutes: The minutes from the May 21, 2026 meeting of the Planning Commission were considered
for approval. There was a request for one correction: The 112 E. Watson Street Development Permit
Application vote was changed from 5-0 to 4-0-1 (four in favor, none against, one abstention from Ms.
Carson). There was a motion from Ms. Fadeley to approve the minutes as corrected. Ms. Landt
seconded this motion. The vote to approve was 5 yes and 0 no.

Review of DRAFT Zoning Code: Due to the late hour, the Commission scheduled a virtual meeting for
July 7, 2026 at 6:30 PM to review the revised zoning ordinance. Ms. Fadeley and Ms. Carson asked Mr.
Andrew if the city could provide a copy of the document for their review. Mr. Andrew indicated he
would be happy to do so.

ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Eady adjourned the meeting at 8:37 PM.

Submitted by:
Bl Andren

Bill Andrew, Zoning Administrator

Page 3 of 3



Sec. 40-638. (g) Criteria for amendments to official zoning map. The following criteria are
considered applicable or potentially applicable:

(1) Whether the proposal will permit a use thatis suitable in view of the use and development of adjacent
and nearby property.

(2) Whether the proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property.

(3) Whether the property to be affected by the proposal has a reasonable economic use as currently
zoned.

(4) Whether the proposal will result in a use which will or could cause an excessive or burdensome use of
existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools.

(5) Whether the proposalis in conformity with the policy and intent of the comprehensive plan, including
the future development map and future land use plan map.

(6) Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development of the
property which give supporting grounds for either approval or disapproval of the proposal.

(7) Whether the proposal would create an isolated zoning district unrelated to adjacent and nearby
districts.

(8) Whether the proposal would have an impact on the environment, including, but not limited to,
drainage, soil erosion and sedimentation, flooding, air quality and water quality.



Public Hearing Published 07/05/2026 First Read 11/02/2026 (scheduled)
Public Hearing 07/20/2026 Second Read 12/07/26 (scheduled)

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-004

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF OXFORD,
GEORGIA, BY REZONING 0.22+/- ACRES OF LAND OWNED BY EMORY
UNIVERSITY, WHICH IS COMMONLY KNOWN AS 808 WESLEY STREET,
IDENTIFIED AS TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER X01000000001800, AS
SHOWN ON EXHIBIT “A”, AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED ON EXHIBIT “B”, BY
REZONING SAID TRACT FROM R-30 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) TO IC
(INSTITUTIONAL CAMPUS); PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; REPEALING
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND FOR
ALL OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, Emory University owns all that tract or parcel of land being considered for rezoning
totaling 0.22+/- acres identified as 808 Wesley Street, Tax Parcel Identification Number
X01000000001800, as shown on Exhibit “A”; and as legally described on Exhibit “B”’; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Oxford has considered the application as submitted
by Emory University, and in conjunction with the standards set forth in Article VI - Section 40-
638 (g) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Oxford, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, Emory University, has submitted to the City Council of Oxford, Georgia, a written
and signed application requesting to be rezoned; and

WHEREAS, a survey complete legal description of the land to be rezoned is included in the
application; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing at the meeting of July 20, 2026, duly noticed
as prescribed by law and published in the Covington News, regarding said application, as shall be
set forth in the minutes of said meeting.

NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OXFORD AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The City Council finds that the proposed rezoning of the parcel from R-30 (Single-Family
Residential) to IC (Institutional Campus) is consistent with the adopted standards for governing
the exercise of the zoning power consistent with O.C.G.A. § 36-66-5 and requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance as identified below.

1. Whether the proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development
of adjacent and nearby property.



2. Whether the proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or
nearby property.

3. Whether the property to be affected by the proposal has a reasonable economic use as
currently zoned.

4. Whether the proposal will result in a use which will or could cause an excessive or
burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools.

5. Whether the proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the comprehensive
plan, including the future development map and future land use plan map.

6. Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development
of the property which give supporting grounds for either approval or disapproval of the

proposal.

7. Whether the proposal would create an isolated zoning district unrelated to adjacent and
nearby districts.

8. Whether the proposal would have an impact on the environment, including, but not limited
to, drainage, soil erosion and sedimentation, flooding, air quality and water quality.

SECTION 2. LEGAL DESCRIPTION AND REZONING.

The subject parcel, as shown on Exhibit “A” and as legally described in Exhibit “B” is hereby
rezoned from R-30 (Single-Family Residential) to IC (Institutional Campus). Said Exhibits are
incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT OF THE ZONING MAP.

This Ordinance is enacted as an amendment to the Zoning Map of Oxford, Georgia. Accordingly,
the Zoning Administrator is hereby authorized to update the Official Map consistent with Article
VI of the Zoning Ordinance.

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY.

Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any
court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as
a whole or any part thereof which is not specifically declared to be invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION S. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be August 3, 2026.

SECTION 6. REPEALER.



All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of the
conflict.

Approved this 7" day of December, 2026.

ATTEST David S. Eady, Mayor

Stacey Mullen, Acting City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM

C. David Strickland., City Attorney



Updates on recent changes to the Oxford College campus, residential properties, and
taxation as of September 17, 2026

With the removal of the mobile units near the campus Quad, the space available for offices
for non-academic departments has become a critical issue. The college is proposing the
rezoning of the Cobb House to meet the need for officing. Rezoning the Cobb House will
not adversely affect the nature of the surrounding area. The property is contiguous to the
campus and due to its location adjacent to the rear of the Dining Hall and its loading dock
and across from Haygood Residence Hall (behind which construction should begin soon
for the new residence hall), it is not an ideal property for residential occupation.

The college will not use the Cobb House as a residential rental. Use of the house, with the
conditions listed below, as offices for a small group of college staff (versus as a rental
property) will ensure better control of the activities taking place on the property and will
ensure regular upkeep and preservation of the property and its grounds.

The college is currently seeking to sell several residentially zoned properties. This includes
eight properties located on Dowman Street and potentially the Murdy/Hopkins House. The
3-apartment house located at 704 Emory Street will be renovated and rented.

Since the Dean’s presentation to City Council, the college has received three additional
offers to purchase properties east of Emory Street and has declined purchase.

The Dean will be meeting with Mayor Eady on October 2nd to discuss the Newton County
Tax issue.

Carol King (CBO) has re-engaged the College in conversations regarding the Whatcoat
Building and the possibility of occupying a portion of the building with Barnes and Noble
College, the bookstore for the college. The College is also open to the possibility of
transferring a portion of the Fourney property to the project.

Proposed Conditions for Cobb House Rezoning

1. Property shall only be used for nonpublic-facing offices for Oxford College, which
will have a minimum number of non-college visitors.

2. If/when use of property changes or ceases from the specified use, the property shall
revert to original zoning of R-30 Single Family Residential.

3. Appearance of property as single family residential structure shall be maintained,
and restrictions shall include:



No more than 4 vehicles shall be parked on the property’s driveway in addition a
single accessible parking space shall be constructed to comply with the ADA
requirements and shall be constructed in accordance with the City of Oxford’s
ordinances.

. No college material or equipment shall be stored outdoors in the open or visible
from a public right of way.

No additional structures beyond which the R-30 zoning would allow shall be
constructed during the property’s specified use as offices.

. Branding and signage will be limited to a single Oxford College Standard Building
Address sign.

No additional site lighting shall be installed.
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	Applicant 1: James Johnson
	Applicant 2: 301 FM Drive
	Applicant 3: Atlanta, Georgia 30322
	Property Owner 1: Emory University
	Property Owner 2: 1599 Clifton Road
	Property Owner 3: Atlanta, Georgia 30322
	Phone: 404-210-6636
	Phone_2: 
	EMail: james.johnson@emory.edu
	EMail_2: 
	Existing Zoning District: Single Family R-30
	Proposed Zoning District: Institutional Campus
	Existing Use of Property: Vacant residential rental
	Proposed Use: Office
	Tax MapParcel Number: X01000000001800
	Acreage: 0.22 acres
	Location of Property for legal ad 1: House is located at 808 Wesley Street adjacent to the rear of the Oxford Dining Hall and across
	Location of Property for legal ad 2: Wesley Street from the driveway to Haygood Hall.
	Location of Property for legal ad 3: 
	Location of Property for legal ad 4: 
	Date: 
	Date_2: 
	Application Date: May 20, 2026
	Received by: Bill Andrew
	Tentative City Council Date: 
	Rezoning Application: 
	APPLICANTS RESPONSE1 Whether the proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of adjacent and nearby property existing land use: The proposed zoning will allow for use of the property as college offices that will not adversely affect the adjacent properties.  Existing uses on adjacent properties include the Oxford walking path and the Oxford College Dining Hall.


	APPLICANTS RESPONSE2 Whether the proposal will adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby property: The proposed zoning will not have a negative impact on adjacent properties which currently either are college related, recreational or vacant residential land.



	APPLICANTS RESPONSE3 Whether the property to be affected by the proposal has a reasonable economic use as currently zoned: The property has limited economic use in the current zoning due to size and age of structure and proximity to commercial uses.   



	APPLICANTS RESPONSE4 Whether the proposal will result in a use which will or could cause an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets transportation facilities utilities or schools: The proposed use will not increase the the use of existing street, transportation facilities, or schools and the impact on utilities as an office will not be greater than its use as a residential property.


	APPLICANTS RESPONSE5 Whether the proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent of the comprehensive plan including land use element: The proposed rezoning is consistent with the Land Use Chapter from the Oxford Comprehensive Plan.  The proposed IC zoning is listed as a compatible zoning category.  The proposed use of the house for offices will not affect negatively the adjacent properties and will continue to appear as a single family residence.
 
	APPLICANTS RESPONSE6 Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development of the property which give supporting grounds for either approval or disapproval of the proposal: 
	APPLICANTS RESPONSE7 Existing uses and zoning of subject property: Property is currently unoccupied however it was previously used as an office and as quarantine housing during covid.




	APPLICANTS RESPONSE8 Existing zoning of nearby property: Property to the north is not zoned it is undeveloped city right of way, property to the east is an undeveloped property zoned Single Family Residential R-30, and the property to the south is the Oxford College Dining Hall zoned Institutional Campus.

	APPLICANTS RESPONSE9 Existing value of the property under the existing zoning andor overlay district classification: Current value according to the Newton County Tax Assessor is $183,500.




	Rezoning Application_2: 
	10 Whether the property can be used in accordance with the existing regulations: 


	11 Value of the property under the proposed zoning district andor overlay district classification: 
	12 Extent to which the property value of the subject property is diminished by the existing zoning district andor overlay district classification: 
	13 Suitability of the subject property under the existing zoning district andor overlay district classification for the proposed use: 



	14 Suitability of the subject property under the proposed zoning district andor overlay district classification: 
	15 Length of time the property has been vacant or unused as currently zoned: 2 years.





	Rezoning Application_3: 
	APPLICANTS RESPONSE16 Description of all efforts taken by the property owners to use the property or sell the property under the existing zoning district andor overlay district classification: The property was most recently used as student quarantine housing during covid.



	APPLICANTS RESPONSE17 The possible creation of an isolated zoning district unrelated to adjacent and nearby districts: Rezoning to Institutional Campus would not create an isolated zoning district due to the adjacency of the existing IC zoning to the south at the Dining Hall parcel.

	APPLICANTS RESPONSE18 Possible effects of the change in zoning or overlay district map or change in use on the character of a zoning district or overlay district: Rezoning the property to Institutional Campus will not result in a change to the character of the subject or adjacent properties.  The property will continue to appear as a residential structure.
	APPLICANTS RESPONSE19 Whether a proposed zoning map amendment or conditional use approval will be a deterrent to the value or improvement of development of adjacent property in accordance with existing regulations: The proposed rezoning will not be a deterrent to the improvement of adjacent properties.  Of the adjacent properties only one is vacant/undeveloped.  This property is located to the east and could still be developed as a single family residence.  The Dining Hall to the south and the City R.O.W. to the north will likely not see any redevelopment in the future. 
	APPLICANTS RESPONSE20 The possible impact on the environment including but not limited to drainage soil erosion and sedimentation flooding air quality and water quality: The rezoning and proposed use will not alter the existing environmental conditions significantly.  Proposed use may require a slight increase in the quantity of hardscape but increased runoff will be addressed onsite.

	APPLICANTS RESPONSE21 The relation that the proposed map amendment or conditional use bears to the purpose of the overall zoning scheme with due consideration given to whether or not the proposed change will help carry out the purposes of these zoning regulations: The rezoning is compatible with the existing zoning scheme, Comprehensive Plan, and Character areas.  The proposed change will further the community vision of preserving and enhancing the existing neighborhood fabric.


	APPLICANTS RESPONSE22 The consideration of the preservation of the integrity of residential neighborhoods shall be considered to carry great weight In those instances in which property fronts on a major thoroughfare and also adjoins an established residential neighborhood the factor of preservation of the residential area shall be considered to carry great weight: The existing structure is intended to be retained and therefore will not adversely affect the residential or historic character of the surrounding area.







	APPLICANTS RESPONSE23 The amount of undeveloped land in the general area affected which has the same zoning or overlay district classification as the map change requested: The adjacent Brown property on Asbury Street is 0.28 acres.




	APPLICANTS RESPONSE24 The extent to which the proposed rezoning or conditional use will contribute to or detract from the community with regard to greenspace architectural design and landscaping: After rezoning the property will remain relatively the same and not detract from the existing character of the surrounding area.
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